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FLAG CODE OF INDIA

The Indian National flag represents the hopes and aspirations of
the people of India. It is the symbol ofour national pride. Over the last
five decades, several people including members of armed forces have
ungrudgingly laid down their lives to keep the tricolour flying in its
full glory.

The significance of the colours and the chakra in the National
Flag was amply described by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan in the
Constituent Assembly which unanimously adopted the National Flag.
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan explained-"Bhagwa or the saffron colour
denotes renunciation of disinterestedness. Our leaders must be
indifferent to material gains and dedicate themselves to their work.
The white in the centre is light, the path of truth to guide our conduct.
The green shows our relation to soil" our relation to the plant life here
on which all other life depends. The Ashoka Wheel in the center of the
white is the wheel of the law of dharma. Truth or satya, dharma or
virtue ought to be the contralling principles of those who work under
this flag. Again, the wheel.denotes motion. There is death in stagnation.
There is life in movement. India should no more resist change, it must
move and go forward. The wheel represents the dynamism ofa peaceful
change."

There is universal affection and respect for, and loyalty to, the
National Flag. Yet, a perceptible lack ofawareness is often noticed not
only amongst people but also in the organizations/agencies of the
Government, in regard to laws, practices and conventions that apply to
the display ofthe National Flag. Apart from non-statutory instructions
issued by the Government from time to time, display of the National
Flag is governed by the provisions of the Emblems and Name
(Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 (No. 12 of 1950) and the
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PART I
GENERAL

1.1 The National Flag shall be a tri-colour panel made up of
three rectangular panels or sub-panels of equal widths. The
colour of the top panel shall be India saffron (Kesari) and that
of the bottom panel shall be India green. The middle panel
shall be white, bearing at its centre the design ofAshoka Chakra
iIi navy blue colour with 24 equally spaced spokes. The Ashoka
Chakra shall preferably be screen printed or otherwise printed
or stenciled or suitably embroidered and shall be completely
visible on both sides ofthe Flag in the centre ofthe white panel.

1.2 The National Flag of India shall be made of hand spun
and hand woven wool/cotton/silk khadi bunting.

1.3 The National Flag shall be rectangular in shape. The ratio
of the length to the height (width) of the Flag shall be 3:2.

1.4 The standard sizes ofthe National Flag shall be as follows:-

Flag Size No.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Dimensions in mm

6300 X 4200
3600 X 2400
2700 X 1800
1800 X 1200
1350 X 900
900 X 600
450 X 300
225 X 150
150 X 100

1.5 An appropriate size should be chosen for display. The
flags of 450X300 mm size are intended for aircrafts on VVIP
flights, 225X150 mm size for motor-cars and 150X100 mm
size for table flags.



PART II

HOISTINGIDISPLAYIUSE OF NATIONAL FLAG BY
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC, PRIVATE ORGANISATIONS

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, ETC. '

SECTION I

2.1 There shall be no restriction on the d· I
of !he ~ational Flag by members of ge:~r:~
pubhc, private organizations, educational institutions
~c., except to t~e extent provided in the Emblems and

ames (Prevention o~ Improper Use) Act, 1950· and

*The Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950.

SectiQn 2: In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "emblem" mea~s an!'emblem. seal,jlag, insignia,
coat-of-arms or plctonal representation specified in
the Schedule.

Section 3: Mil' h do .:11 stan ing anything contained in any law for
the tune being in force. no person shall, except in
such cases and under such conditions as may be
pres~ribed by the Central Government, use, or
con~lnue to ~se, for the purpose of any trade,
bUSiness, calhng or profession, or in the title ofan\J
patent' d . ",. or In any tra e mark ofdesign, any name or
~m~le~n specified in the Schedule or any colourable
Iml1auon thereof 'th tth . . . ... WI ou e p,el'lOUS permissIOn of
the Central Government or of such officer ~f
Government as may be authorised in this behalfby
the Central Government. .

.YOTE: The Indian National L'l h b .. r, ag as een specified as an
emblem In the Schedule to the Act.

the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971·* and
any other law enacted on the subject. Keeping in view the

provisions of the aforementioned Acts -
(i) the Flag shall not be used for commercial purposes in

-violationofthe Emblem and Names (prevention oflmproper

Use) Act, 1950;
(ii) the Flag shall not be dipped in salute to any person or thing;

** The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971

Section 2: Whoever in any public place or in any other place
within public view burns, mutilates, defaces, defiles,
disfigures, destroys, tramples upon or otherwise
brings into contempt (whether by words, eith~r spoken
or written, or by acts) the Indian National Flag .
or any part thereof, shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three
years, or with fine, or with both.

Explanation 1. Comments expressing
disapprobation or criticism of.. · the Indian
National Flag or ofany measures ofthe Government
with a view to obtain or an alteration ofthe
Indian National Flag by lawful means do not
constitute an offence under this section.

Explanation 2. - The expression "Indian National
Flag" includes any picture. painting, drawing or
photograph, or other visible representation of the
Indian National Flag, or of any part or parts
thereof, made ofany substance or represented on

any substance.

Explanation 3. - The expression "public place"
means any place intendedfor use by, or accessible
to, the public and includes any public conveyance.



(iii) the Flag shall not be flown at half-mast except on occasions
?n which the Flag is flown at half-mast on public buildings
In accordance with the instructions issued by the
Government;

(iv) the Flag shall not be used as a drapery in any form
whatsoever, including private funerals;

(v) the Flag shall not be used as a portion of costume or
uniform ofany description nor shall it be embroidered or
printed upon cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any
dress material;

(vi) lettering of any kind shall not be put upon the Flag;

(vii) the Flag shall not be used as a receptacle for receiving,
delivering, holding or carrying anything;

provided that there shall be no objection to keeping flower
petals inside the Flag before it is unfurled as part of
celebrations on special occasions and on National Days
like the Republic Day and the Independence Day;

(viii) when used on occasions like unveiling of a statue, the
Flag shall be displayed distinctly and separately and it
shall not be used as a covering for the statue or monument;

(ix) the Flag shall not be used to cover a speaker's desk nor
shall it be draped over a speaker's platform;

(x) the Flag shall not be intentionally allowe to touch the
ground or the floor or trail in water.

(xi) the Flag shall not be draped over the hood~ top, sides or
back of a vehicle, train. boat or an aircraft;

(xii) the Flag shall not be used as a covering for a building; and

(xiii) the Flag shall not be intentionally displayed with the
"saffron" down.

2.2 A member of public, a private organization or an educational
·nstitution may hoist/display the National Flag on all days and
occasions, ceremonial or otherwise. Consistent with the dignity
and honour of the National Flag-

(i) whenever the National Flag is displayed, it should occupy
the position of honour and should be distinctly placed;

(ii) a damaged or dishevelled Flag should not be displayed;

(iii) the Flag should not be flown from a single masthead
simultaneously with any other flag or flags;

(iv) the Flag should not be flown on any vehicle except in
accordance with the provisions contained in Section IX of

Part III of this Code;

(v) when the Flag is displayed on a speaker's platform, it should
be flown on the speaker's right as he faces the audience or
flat against the wall, above and behind the speaker;

(vi) when the Flag is displayed flat and horizontal on a wall, the
saffron band should be upper most and when displayed
vertically, the saffron band shall be on the right with reference
to the Flag (i.e. left to the person facing the Flag); ,

(vii) to the extent possible, the Flag should conform to the
specifications prescribed in Part I of this Code.

(viii) no other flag or bunting should be placed higher than or
above or side by side with the National Flag; nor should any
object including flowers or garlands or emblem be placed
on or above the Flag-mast from which the Flag is flown;

(ix) the Flag should not be used as a festoon, rosette or
bunting or in any other manner for decoration;

(x) the Flag made of paper may be waved by public on
occasions of important national, cultural and sports



events. However, such paper Flags should not be
discarded or thrown on the ground after the event. As far
as possible, it should be disposed of in private consistent
with the dignity of the Flag;

(xi) where the Flag is displayed in open, it should, as far as
possible, be flown from sunrise to sunset, irrespective of
weather conditions;

(xii) the Flag should not be displayed or fastened in any manner
as may damage it; and

(xiii) when the Flag is in a damaged or soiled condition, it shall
be destroyed as a whole in private, preferably by burning or
by any other method consistent with the dignity ofthe Flag.

SECTION II

2.3 The National Flag may be hoisted in educational
institutions (schools, colleges; sports camps, scout camps, etc.)
to inspire respect for the Flag. A model set of instructions for
guidall~e is given below-

(i) The School will assemble in open square formation with
pupils forming the three sides and the Flag-staff at the
centre ofthe fourth side. The Headmaster, the pupil· leader
and the person unfurling the Flag (if other than the
Headmaster) will stand three paces behind the Flag-staff.

(ii) The pupils will fall according to classes and in squads of
ten (or other number according to strength). These squads
will be arranged one behind the other. The pupil leader
of the class will stand to the right of the first row of his
class and the form master will stand three paces behind
the last row ofhis class, towards the middle. The classes

will be arranged along the square in the order ofseniority
with the seniormost class at the right end.

(iii) The distance between each row should be at least one
pace (30 inches); and the space between Form and Form
should be the same.

(iv) When each Form or Class is ready, the Class leader will
step forward and salute the selected school pupil leader.
As soon as all the Forms are ready, the school pupil leader
will step up to the Headmaster and salute him. The
Headmaster will return the salute. Then, the Flag will be
unfurled. The School pupil leader may assist.

(v) The School pupil leader iri charge of the parade (or
assembly) will call the parade to attention, just before
the unfurling, and he will call them to the salute when the
Flag flies out. The parade will keep at the salute for a
brief interval, and then on the command "order", the
parade will come to the attention position.

(vi) The Flag Salutation will be followed by the National
Anthem. The parade will be kept at the attention during
this part of the function

(vii) On all occasions when the pledge is taken, the pledge
will follow the National Anthem. When taking the pledge
the Assembly will stand to attention and the Headmaster
will administer the pledge ceremoniously and the
Assembly will repeat it after him.

(viii) In pledging allegiance to the National Flag, the practice
to be adopted in Schools is as follows:-

Standing with folded hands, all repeat together the
following pledge:

"I pledge allegiance to the National Flag and to the
Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic for
which it stands. It



PART. III

HOISTINGIDISPLAY OF THE NATIONAL FLAG BY
THE CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS AND

THEIR ORGANISATIONS AND AGENCIES.

SECTION I

DEFENCE INSTALLATIONSIHEADS OF MISSIONSIPOSTS

3.1 The provisions of this Part shall not apply to Defence
Installations that have their own rule for display of the National
Flag.

3.2 The National Flag may also be flown on the Headquarters
and the residences of the Heads of Missions/Posts abroad in
the countries where it is customary for diplomati.c and consular
representatives to fly their National Flags on the Headquarters
and their official residences.

SECTION II

OFFICIAL DISPLAY

3.3 Subject to the provisions contained in Section I above, it
shall ~e mandatory for all Governments and their organisations/
agencies to follow the provisions contained in this Part.

-3.4 O~ all occasions for official display, only the Flag
conforming to specifications laid down by the Bureau ofIndian
Standards, and bearing their standard mark 'shall be used. On
other o~casi~ns also, it is desirable that only such Flags of
appropnate size are flown.

SECTION III

CORRECT DISPLAY

3.5 Wherever the Flag is flown, it should occupy the position
of honour and be distinctly placed.

3.6 Where the practice is to fly the Flag on any public
building, it shall be flown on that building on all days including .
Sundays and holidays and, except as provided in this Code, it
shall be flown from sun-rise to sun-set irrespective of weather
conditions. The Flag may be flown on such a building at night
also but this should be only on very special occasions.

3.7 The Flag shall always be hoisted briskly and lowered slow·ly
and ceremoniously. When the hoisting and the lowering of the
Flag is accompanied by appropriate bugle calls, the hoisting and
lowering should be simultaneous with the bugle calls.

3.8 When the Flag is displayed from a staff projecting
horizontally or at an angle from a windowsill, balcony, or front of
a building, the saffron band shall be at the farther end ofthe s aff.

3.9 When the Flag is displayed flat and horizontal on a wall,
the saffron band shall be upper most and when displayed
vertically, the saffron band shall be to the right with reference
to the Flag, i.e., it may be to the left of a person facing it.

3.10 When the Flag is displayed' on a speaker's platform, it
shall be flown on a staff'on the speaker's right as he faces the
audience or flat against the wall above and behind the speaker.

3.11 When used on occasions like the unveiling of a statue,
the Flag shall be displayed distinctly and separately.

3.12 When the Flag is displayed alone on a motor car, it shall be
flown from a staff, which should be affixed firmly either on the
middle front of the bonnet or to the front right side of the car.



~ .13 When the Flag is carried in a procession or a parade, it shall
be either on the marching right, i.e. the Flag's own right, or h
there is a line o( other flags, in front of the centre of the line.

SECTION IV

INCORRECT DISPLAY

3.1~, A dama~ed or disheveled Flag shall not be displayed.

3. I 5 The Flag shall not be dipped in salute to any llerson or thing.

3.16 No other flag or bunting shall be placed higher than or
above or, except as hereinafter provided, side by side with

. the National Flag; nor shall any object Including flowers
or garlands or emblem be placed on or above the Flag
mast from which the Flag is flown.

3. 17 The ~lag shall not be used as a festoon, rosette or bunting
or in any other manner for decoration.

3.18 The Flag shall not be used to cover a speaker's desk nor
shall it be draped over a speaker's platform."

3.19 The Flag shall not be displayed with the IIsaffron II down.

3.20 The Flag shall not be allowed to touch the ground or the
floor or trail in water..

3.21 The Flag shall not be displayed or fastened in any manner
as may damage it.

I

SECTIONV·

MISUSE

3.22 The Flag shall not be used as a drapery in any form
whatsoever except in State/Military/Central Para military
Forces funerals hereinafter provided.

3.23 The Flag shall not be draped over the hood, top, sides or
back of a vehicle, train or boat.

3.24 The Flag shall not be used or stored in such a manner as
may damage or soil it.

3.25 When the Flag is in a damaged o! soiled condition, it shall
not be cast asid~ or disrespectfully disposed of but shall be
destroyed as a whole in private, preferably by burning or by
any other method consistent with the dignity of the Flag.

3.26 The Flag shall not be used as a covering for a building.

2.27 The Flag shall not be used as a portion 'of a costume or
uniform of any description. It shall not be embroidered or
printed upon cushions~ handkerchiefs, napkins or boxes.

3.28 Lettering of any kind shall not be put upon the Flag.

3.29 The Flag shall not be used in any form of advertisement
nor shall an advertising sign be fastened to the pole from
which the Flag is flo\vn.

3.30 The Flag shall not be used.- as a receptacle for receiving,
delivering, holding or carrying anything.

Provided that there shall be no objection to keeping flower
petals inside the Flag before it is unfurled, as part of
celebrations on special occasions and on National Days
like the Republic Day and the Independence Day.



SECT ON VI

SALUTE

3.31 During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the Flag or
when the Flag is passing in a parade or in a review, all
persons present should face the Flag and stand at
attention. Those present in uniform should render the
appropriate salute. When the Flag is in a moving column,
persons present will stand at attention or salute as the
Flag passes them. A dignitary may take the salute without
a head dress.

SECTION VII

DISPLAY WITH FLAGS OF OTHER NATIONS AND OF
UNITED NATIONS

3.32 When displayed in a straight line with flags of other
countries, the National Flag shall be on the extreme right;
i.e. if an observer were to stand in the center of the row
of the flags facing the audience, the National Flag should
be to his extreme right. The position is illustrated in the
diagram below:-



3.33 Flags of foreign countries shall proceed as from the
National Flag in alphabetical order on the basis ofEnglish
versions of the names of the countries concerned. It
would be permissible in such a case to begin and also to
end the row of flags with the National Flag and also to
include National Flag in the normal countrywise
alphabetical order. The National Flag shall be hoisted
first and lowered last. :

3.34 In case flags are to be flown in an open circle i.e., in an
arc or a semi-circle, the same procedure shall be adopted
as is indicated in the preceding clause of this Section. In
case flags are to be flown in a closed, i.e., complete circle,
the National Flag shall mark the beginning of the circle
and the flags of other countries should proceed in a
clockwise manner until the last flag is placed next to the
National Flag. It is not necessary to use separate National
Fhigs to mark the beginning and. the end of the circle Qf
flags. The National Flag shall also be included in its
alphabetical order in such a closed circle.

3.35 When the National Flag is displayed against a wall with
. another flag from crossed staffs, the National Flag shall

be on the right i.e. the Flag's own right, and its staff shall
be in front of the staff of the other flag. The position:
iilustrated In the diagram below:-

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••



3.36 When the United Nation's Flag is flown along with the
National Flag, it can be displayed on either side of the
National Flag. The general practice is to fly the National
Flag on the extreme right with reference to the direction
which it is facing (i.e. extreme left of an observer facing
the masts flying the Flags). The position is illustrated in
the diagram below:-

3.37 When the National Flag is flown with flags of other
countries, the flag masts shall be of equal size.
International usage forbids the display of the flag of one
nation above that of another nation in time of peace.

3.38 The National Flag shall not be flown from a single mast
head simultaneously with any other flag or flags. There
shall be separate mast-heads for different flags.

SECTION VIII

DISPLAY OVER PUBLIC BUILDINGS I OFFICiAL
RESIDENCES

3.39 Normally the National Flag should be flown only on
important public buildings such as High Courts,
Secretariats, Commissioners' Offices, Collectorates, Jails
and officesoofthe District Boards, Municipalities and Zilla
Parishads and DepartmentallPublic Sector{{Undertakings.

I I

3.40 In frontier areas, the National Flag may be flown on the
border customs posts, check posts, out posts and at other
special places wh~re flying of the Flag has special
significance. In addition, it may be flown on the camp
sites of border patrols.

3.41 The National Flag should be flown on the official
residences of the President, Vice-Presi~ent, Governors
and Lieutenant Governors when they are at Headquarters
and on the building in whichothey stay during their visits
to places outside the Headquarters. The Flag flown on
the official residence should, however, be brought down
as soon as the dignitary leaves the Headquarters and it
should be re-hoisted on that building as he enters the main



DISPLAY ON MOTOR CARS

3.44 The privilege of flying the National Flag on motor cars is
limited to the:-

· gate ofthe building on return to the Headquarters. When
the dignitary is on a visit to a place outside the
Headquarters, the Flag should be .hoisted on the buiIding
in which he stays as he enters the main gate ofthat building
and it should be brought down as soon as he leaves that
place. However, the Flag should be flown from sun-rise
to sun-set' on such official residences, irrespective of
whether the dignitary is at Headquarters or not on the 
Republic Day, Independence Day, Mahatama Gandhi's
Birthday, National Week (6th to 13th April, in the memory
of martyrs of Jaliailwala Bagh), any other particular day
of national rejoicing as may be specified by the
Government of India or, in the case of a State, on the
anniversary of fonnation of that State.

3.42 When the President, the Vice-President or the Prime
Minister visits an institution, the Nat onal Flag may be
floWn by the institution as a mark of respect.

3.43 On the occasions of the visit to India by foreign
dignitaries, namely, President, Vice-President, Emperor
/ King or Heir Prince and the Prime Minister, the National
Flag may be flown along with the Flag of the foreign
country concerned in accordance with the rules contained
in Section VII by such private institutions as are according
reception to the visiting foreign dignitaries and on such
public buildings as the foreign dignitaries intend to visit
on the day of visit to the institution.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

SECTION IX

President;

Vice-President;

Governors and Lieutenant Governors·,

Heads of Indian Missions/Posts abroad in the
countries to which they are accredited;

Prime Minister and other Cabinet Ministers·,

Ministers ofState and Deputy Ministers ofthe Union;

Chief Minister and other Cabinet Ministers of a
State or Union Territory;

Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers of a State
or Union Territory;

Speaker of the Lok Sabha;

Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha;

Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha;

Chairmen ofLegislative Councils in States

Speakers of Legislative Assemblies in States and
Union territories.

Deputy Chairmen ofLegislative Councils in States;

Deputy SPeakers ofLegislative Assemblies in States
and Union territories;



SECTION XI

HALF-MASTING

3.50 In the event of the death of the following dignitaries, the
National Flag shall be half-masted at the places indicated
against each on the day of the death of the dignitary:-

Dignitary Place or places

3.51 If the intimation of the death ofany dignitary is received in
the afternoon, the Flag shall be half-masted on the following
day also at the place or places indicated above, provided the
funeral has not taken place before sun-rise on that day.

(7) Chief Justice of India;

Judges of Supreme Court;

Chief Justice of High Courts;

Judges of High Courts.

3.45 The dignitaries mentioned in Clauses (5 ) to (7) of
paragraph 3.44 may fly the National Flag on their cars,
whenever they consider it necessary or advisable.

3.46 When a foreign dignitary travels in a car provided by
Government, the National Flag will be flown on the right
side of the car and the Flag of the foreign countries will
be flown on the left side of the car.

SECTION X

DISPLAY ON TRAINS I AIRCRAFTS

3.47 When the President travels by special train within the
country, the National Flag should be flown from the
driver's cab on the side facing the platform of the station
from where the train departs. The Flag should be flown
only when the special train is stationary or when coming
into the station where it is going to halt.

3.48 The National Flag will be flown on the aircraft carrying
the President, the Vice-President or the Prime Minister
on a visit to a foreign country. Alongside the National
Flag, the Flag of the country visited should also be flown
but, when the aircraft lands in countries enroute, the
National Flags of the countries touched would be flown
instead, as a gesture of courtesy and goodwill.

3.49 When the President goes on tour within India, the National
Flag will be displayed on the side by which the President
will embark the aircraft or disembar from it.

President

Vice-President

Prime Minister

Speaker of the Lok Sabha

Chief Justice of India

Union Cabinet Minister ~

Minister of State or

Deputy Minister of the Union

Governor

Lt. Governor

Chief Minister of a State

ChiefMinister ofa Union territory

Cabinet Minister in a State

Throughout India

I Delhi

Delhi and State Capitals

Delhi

Throughout the State or Union

territory concerned.

Capital ofthe State concerned.



3.52 On the day of the funeral ofa dignitary mentioned above,
the Flag shall be half-masted at the place where the funeral
takes place.

3.53 If State mourning is to be observed on the death of any
dignitary, the Flag shall be half-masted throughout the
period of the mourning throughout India in the case of
the Union dignitaries and throughout the State or Union
territory concerned in the case of a State or Union
territory dignitary.

3.54 Half-masting ofthe Flag and, where necessary, observance
ofState mourning on the death of foreign dignitaries will
be governed by special i~structions which will issue from
the Ministry of Home Affairs in individual cases.

3.55 Notwithstanding the above provisions, in the event of a
half-mast day coinciding with the Republic Day,

.Independence Day, Mahatama Gandhi's Birthday, National
Week (6th to 13th April, in the memory of martyrs of
lalianwala Bagh), any other particular day of national
rejoicing as may be specified by the Government of India
or, in the case of a State, on the anniversary of formation
of that State, the Flags shall not be flown at half-mast
except over the building where the body of the deceased
is lying until such time it has been removed and that Flag
shall be raised to the full-mast position after the body bas
been removed.

3.56 Ifmourning were to be observed in a parade ~r procession
where a Flag is carried, two streamers ofblack crepe shall
be attached to the spear head, allowing the streamers to
fall naturally. The use of black crepe in. such a manner
shall be only by an order of the Government.

3.57 When flown at half-mast, the Flag shall be hoisted to the
peak for an instant, then lowered to the half-mast position,
but before lowering the Flag for the day, it shall be raised
again to the peak.

Note:- By half-mast is meant hauling down the Flag to one
half the distance between the top and the guy-line and
in the absence of the guy-line, half of the staff.

3.58 On occasions of State/Military/Central Para-Military
Forces funerals, the Flag shall be draped over the bier or
coffin with the saffron towards the head of the bier or
coffin. The Flag shall not be lowered into the grave or
burnt in the pyre.

3.59 In the event of death of either the Head of the State or
Head of the Government of a foreign country, the Indian
Mission accredited to that country may fly the National
Flag at half-mast eveD: if that event fails on Republic Day,
Independence Day, Mahatama Gandhi's Birthday, National
Week (6th to 13th April, in the memory of martyrs of
lalianwala Bagh) or any other particular day of national
rejoicing as may be specified by the Government of India.
In the event ofdeath ofany other dignitary ofthat country,
the National Flag should not be flown at half-mast by the
Missions except when the local practice or protocol
(which should be ascertained from the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps, where necessary) require that the
National Flag ofa Foreign Mission in that country should
also be flown at half-mast.
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ORDERS RELATING TO THE NATIONAL ANTIIEM OF INDIA

The National AnthelTI of India is played or sung on various occasions.
Instructions have been issued from tilue. to time aboflt >the-correct versions of the
Anthem, the occasions on which these are to be played or sung, and about thenet for paying respect to the anthem by observance of proper decorum on such
occrsions. The substance of these instructions has beell' embodied in this
in£ I rmation sheet for general information and guidance.

1. THE NATIONAL ANTHEM - FULL AND SHORT 'VERSIONS

(1) The composition consisting of the words and music of the first stanza of
the late poet Rabindra Nath Tagore's song known as "Jana Gana Mana" is
the National Anthenl of India. It reads as follows: -

Jana-gana-n1ana-adhinayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata

Panjaba-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha
Dravida-Utkala-Banga

Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
uchchala-jaladhi-taranga

Tava Subha name jage, tave subha asisa n1age,
gahe tava jaya-gatha.

Jana-gana-tuangala-dayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.

Jaya he, Jaya he, Jaya he,
jaya jaya jaya jaya he.

, The above is the full version of the Anthem and its playing tin1e IS

I approximately 52 seconds .

. (2) A short version consisting of the first and last lines of the National
AnthelTI is also played on certain occasions. It reads as follows:

Jana-gana-lnana-adhinayaka jaya he
. Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he,
Jaya jaya jaya jaya he.



..~
Playing time of the short version is about 20 seconds ..

(3) The occasions on which the full versions or the Sh01i version will be
played have been indicated at the appropriate places in these instructions.

II. PLAYING OF THE ANTHEM

i)

ii)

The full verSion of the AntheiTI shall be played on the following
occaSIons: -

\

Civil and Military investitures;

When National Salute (which means the Command "Rashtriya
Salute - Salalni ' Shastr" to the accompanilnent of the National
Anthem is given on cerelTIonial occasions to the President or to the
Governor/Lieutenant Governor within their respective States/
Union Territories;

iii) During parades - ilTespective of whether any of the dignitaries
referred to in (ii) above is present or not;

iv) On aiTIval of the President at formal State functions and other
functions organized by the Government and mass functions and on
his departure [rotn such functions;

v) Immediately before and after the President addresses the Nation
over All India Radio;

(1)

vi) On arrival of the Governor/Lieutenant Govenlor at formal State
functions within his StatelUnion Territory and on his departure
from such functions;

vii) When the National Flag is brought on parade;

viii) When the Regimental Colours are presented;

ix) For hoisting of colours in the Navy.

(2) The short version of the AnthelTI shall he played when drinking toasts in
Messes.

(3) The Anther~1 shall be played on any other occasion for which special
orders have been issued by the Government of India.
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(4) Normally the Antheln shall not be played for the Prime Minister, though
there may be special occasions when it lnay be played.

(5)

III.

I
(1)

I

When the National Antheln is played by a band, the Antheln will be
preceded by a roll of drUlTIS to assist the audience to know that the
National Antheln is going to be played, unless there is SOlne other specific
indication that the National Antheln is about to be played, as for exatnple,
when fanfares are sounded before the National Anthem is played, or when
toasts are drunk to the accompaniment of the National A thenl or when
the National Anthem constitutes the National Salute given by a Guard of
Honour. The duration of the roll, in tenns of marching drill, will be 7
paces in slow l11arch. The roll will start slowly, ascend to as 10 d a volunle
as possible and then gradually de~reases to original softness, but
relnaining audible until the seventh beat. One beat rest will then be
observed before comlnencing the National Anthem.

MASS SINGING OF THE ANTHEM

The full version of the Antheln shall be played accolnpanied by 11lass
singing on the following occasions: -

(i) On the unfurling of the National Flag, on cultural occasions or
ceremonial functions other than parades. (This could be an-anged
by having a choir or adequate size, suitably stationed, which would
be trained to coordinate its singing with the band etc. There should
be an adequate public audition system so that the gathering in
various enclosures can sing in unison with the choir);

(ii) On arrival of the President at any Governnlent or Public function
(but excluding fonllal State functions and Iness functions) and also
immediately before his departure frOIn such functions.

(2) On all occasions when the National Antheln is sung, the full version shall
be recited accompanied by mass singing.

(3) The Anthem may be sung 011 occasions which, although not strictly
ceremonial, are nevertheless invested with significance because of the
presence of Ministers etc. The singing of the Anthelll on such occasions
(with or without the accoll1panilnent of an instrulnents) accompanied by
mass singing is desirable.

3



() It is not possible to give an exhaustive list of occasions on which the
singing (as distinct frOITI playing) of the AntheiTI can be pernlitted. But
there is no objection to the singing of the AnthelTI acco111panied by mass
singing so long as it is done with due respect as a salutation to the
motherland and proper decorum is maintained.

( ). In all schools, the day's work Inay begin with cOInrnunity singing of the
Anthem. School authorities should make adequate. provision in their
programmes for popularising the singing of the Antheln and promoting
respect for the National Flag among students.

PLAYING OF FOREIGN ANTHEMS

At receptions to foreign dignitaries in India at vvhich the gIvIng of
National Salute has been prescribed, full version of the National Anthenl
of the visiting dignitary's country should be played first, followed by the
full version of the National Anthem of India.

(2 At dramatic, fihn or other cultural festivals organised by a diplomatic or
consular representative of a foreign country in India, the National Anthenl
of the foreign country concerned Inay be played with the National
Anthem of India. The foreign Anthem should be pLayed first followed
immediately by the Indian Anthem.

(3) At functions an'anged by foreign Missions for celebrating their National
Days, the National Anthenl of the country holding the function Inay be
played or sung. On theses occasions if the President. of India is
represented by a Chief Guest not below the rank of a Cabinet Minister of
the Central Government or by the Lieutenant Govenaor of Delhi (if the
function is held in Delhi) the National Anthem of India may be played
first followed by the playing of the National Antheln of the country
hosting the function. This procedure will also be followed if the function
includes proposing of the toasts to Heads of States i.e. the Indian Anthenl
should be played immediately after the toast has been proposed to the
President of India and the National AntheiTI of the foreign country should
be played immediately after the toast to Head of that country is proposed.
In case National Anthem of India and of the country hosting the function
have been played at the beginning of the function, there will be no need to
play the Anthetn of either or both the countries if any toasts are proposed.
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ote: When the National Anthenl is required to be played in1111ediately
before or after the National Anthenl of a foreign country, as laid down in
Section IV above, there should be no sin1ultaneous singing of the National
Anthen1. However, ll1ass inging of the National Anthen1 should be

_. .. _. . r-Gqu~r_ed -\vhen- it is -played ilTIlnediately before or after the Anthen1 of
another country in the event that the visiting dignitary and his delegation
are singing their own National Antheill.

V. GENERAL

(1) Whenever the Anthem is sung or ~layed, the audience shall stand to
attention. However, when in the course of a newsreel or docu111entary the
AnthelTI is played as a part:" of the film, it is not expected of the audience to
stand as standing is bound to interrupt the exhibition of the filnl and
would create disorder and confusion rather than add to the dignity of the
Anthen1.

(2) As in the case of the flying of the National Flag, it has been left to the
good sense of the people not to indulge in indiscrilTIinate singing or
playing of the AnthelU.

*******

Ministrv of Hom~ Affairs
- Publi<.: S~c{ioll
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THE PREYE",lO" OF l,SrLTS TO SATlO"AL HOXOFR "'CT. 1971
:"0.69 ()f 19'1 (13r

: December. t9H)

.-1.:'::.~:-..:""ri by inc ?~\~::'li.)tl oflP~J!ts!(I~~~ic'!VII H0i10Ur" .:unc.I!6:!~:!t)_~~ •. :'.":~)

Xo. 51 at ~O{J5 COt:: December, J:005)

An. c.t to Prevent Insults to l"atioD31 Honour

Be it enaC!ed by Parliament in the T\\~n~ - second Y~2.r of the R~i'u"lic oi India
as fo!lo\'\'S: -

I. SHORT TITLE AND EXTEi'iT

(1) This Act rna) be C211ed the Pre\"~!:Hion of lruults to ):ational Hono:.tf Act.
1971.

(2) It extends to the whole ofIndia.

E'SULT TO 1),-oL,,-, 1'"TIO""1. FLAG A.'-o CO-,STTT1TnO:< OF 1'll1A

Whoevu in any public place Or LIl an:- other pi2ce \<.;ithin public ';lev. bu:ns.
ITl1.mla:es. defa.:es. defile5. d;sngures. destroys. tr.a..-np!es UpC:l or "ornei\vis::
sho\'.-s <i.sre~~ect to (or Ijri.n2:i imo con:emp! (wte6e: 0: -.'..ord5, eHt~i :i~-o~.en or
wrinen. or by ::'Ct3) the Incian NarlQn.a1 FI:>~ 0: Li1e Cons itutjon of lndi1 0:- an:.
~a:! ti:::.e.eof. shaH be p'-4-u::;hed \\iIn ir:J.9rison.rn~m for a t~.:n \"'hi:~ m~: ":":~:;d!C'

tr,,;~~ y~ars" or 1-\.-jtll tine or "-'.:tte-. DQtr.

C:·:"J!"':'".:.ation 1 - CO:T.L.r:J.~:U5 ~x.pre:;':S.I..:.g ri.i5approb~t:ora (S c~tici3.:Li. (,1 tile CO:i3.L'J.:'lO!l or
·"Ii tt.e lndia.., ~atiQml Flag o. of an:' r.leasu:e:s of the GQ-..e:nrr:~nt \....irh 2. ·:i~·.'. to ob:.a:...,
!:'. am~i1drr.en: of !h~ COi15mutiGn of India or .!Zl alt~ratior. of i:.'t~ bdi2.l."1 ?'::.tior~al Fl-ag
0:- L-w·;ful m~am do not c003tirute an off~nce under this sectiun.

E··:!)l~natio'l 3 - Th,: e:-'f'ression ··pubhc place"" means a.1l: phc~ ;'m:!1ded :.y 'J.S~ by. or
G.cc~$5ibie tC'. Lite public ~"1d in:!udes any pub!it: o:on....eye:l'::

"Ex.;;.!=..."'!.atien ~ - The ,jisrescect to ti:: L"1ci.m :'\::':IC':la! thz means <:"'1<:1 jnc!l!~s-. -
121 :a g;-cs) affrOnt or indignir:.... offered to ti':e I..'1di;n ~<a.tio~l FI:::.::-: or

!~) dipping the Indian ~ation~l Flag iii salute to aL:, person or l:"li.r:g: c:

Ie) n:.oing the I:1dian National Fiag at h~lf-m:l5t except on occaslon5 O~ ';:/:uch
the fleg is flown 2l h3.1f-mast on public buildings 10 accordance with ~ne

imtIUcticn5 iS5~ed by the Government; or



(d~ using th:~ Ind:an !\:?:::':1.11 Flllg as 3. .ira;:;,;r: ir.. an) fc:"'ID whatso~"tl ~:,;~,.;p"

in state funer::ls or armed [ofces or other para·milital") fvrces funerals: or

(e) ,:mrng the Li'ldian !'\ational Flag:-

(i) :!3 a portion of cosrume, uniform or accesSOf; of any descnplion
which is worn below the waist of any peiSon: Or

(ii) by embroidering or priming it Oil cushions, handke!\;hids. napkins.
undergarments or any dress material: or

(0 putting any kirld of inscription upon the Indian National Flag: or

(g) using the Indhn l'<itiom.l Flag as a receptacle fer re.c::ivms, rl~liH'Iing or
carr~ ing anyt..!ti.ng except flower petals before the Lrldian >!auooal Flag is
unfurlec as pan of celebrations on special occaslom mcluding the
R~?ublic Dc:.) or the Lndependence D3;:: or

fh) using the lucian National Flag as co'"ering for a statue or a monument or a
speaker's desk or a spea!":er"s platform; or

(il aUo\ving th~ India.1. Nationel FI'):: to touch the :;round C'~ ~e I1~or or ~;2..;!

L'1 water int~ntional!:o; or

) (j\ c·_"' .... ll10 th- hdl"n ""'r;o-a! Fl-· o\-~r .j,~ "0'" '0" --0' -,"', o~ ;";:0,.. 0'L"':- ;: • u-_ ::.:. • "'.J u ""',; •. '- .• ,~ _I.:•• 1-......... :......... ' .... __r~.

:n:l v::bck us-in. boat c·r a.; au-croaf. or 2...i) o:ner5-ioila:- ob~ec~: Co"

>. PRE\t:i\nO" OF sr'\GE'G OF" ,nO"AL A",lfDl

Whoe""~r intemionally p:-events tile singing of the bd:~:1 ~2.tioD:~1 .~them or
C2.1.4e5 dlsrurbmces to 2..[(-' assembly engaged in such singing shaD be puillshe-d \.\. ith
lIU9ri~c,rLrnem for 2. term. wh':'ch r.1a:; e-xtenc to L~ee :.-ears, or With fine" or wnh bou~

.;., SID"DfDI FE".;ln' 0'\ S1:CO"n OR SUBSEOUE"T OffE',CE

\Yhoe·'~r having :lready been cO!1"o"ic~ed of 20.'1 offen e U!:ck: 5e;:~ion : or s:ttiO!1 '3
15 "'::ai..'1 ·:cn\"icted of a".~ 51Jch offence shall be punishabl.e for the seco!id and ft·; eve::'
~u.b5eauenr off~!1ce. with im.,ri:oP..l.7l.en.t fer a term. which sh2.l.1 no: be h~53" tha.i 0:-;:: ··"ear'. -

Noto:: 1: :,: !ns:n:ed vide Th= Prevention of Insults to National hcnCI...!r
(Amendment) Act, 2003 (No. 31 of 2003 dated 8.5.2003) _
Nate 2: = ins~rted vide The Prevention of Insults to NatJan31 Honour
(Amendmant) Act, 2005 (No. 51 of 2005 dated 20.12,2005)
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